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Calendar of Observances 
2022 
The increasingly pluralistic population of the United States is made up of many different ethnic, cultural, 
faith and religious communities. To enhance mutual understanding among groups
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January 2022  

 

January 1  NEW YEAR’S DAY 

The first day of the year in the Gregorian calendar, commonly used for civil dating purposes. 

   

January 5  GURU GOBIND SINGH JI’S BIRTHDAY   •   Sikh 

Guru Gobind Singh was the 10th Sikh guru of Nanak and founder of the Khalsa.  

   

January 6  CHRISTMAS   •   Armenian Orthodox Christian 

Armenian Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus on Epiphany, except for Armenians living in 

Israel, who celebrate Christmas on January 19th. 

   

January 6  EPIPHANY   •   Christian 

Known as Theophany in Eastern Christianity, it celebrates the manifestation of Jesus as 

Christ. In addition, the Western Church associates Epiphany with the journey of the Magi to 

the infant Jesus, and the Eastern Church with the baptism of Jesus by John. 

   

January 7  CHRISTMAS   •   Eastern Christian 

Most Orthodox churches celebrate Christmas 13 days later than other Christian churches 

based on their use of the Julian rather than the Gregorian version of the Western calendar. 

   

January 14  MAKAR SANKRANTI   •   Hindu 

Seasonal celebration marking turning of the sun toward the north. 

   

January 16   WORLD RELIGION DAY   •   Bahá’í 

Observance to proclaim the oneness of religion and the belief that world religion will unify 

the peoples of the earth.  
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March 2022   

 

March Full Month NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

Honors women as significant agents of historical change. 

   

March 1  SHROVE TUESDAY   •   Western Christian 
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April 17  EASTER   •  Christian 

Known as Pascha in Eastern Christianity, it celebrates the resurrection of Jesus.  

   

April 20–May 1  FESTIVAL OF RIDVÁN   •   Bahá’í  

Annual festival commemorating the 12 days when Bahá’u’lláh, the prophet-founder of the 

Bahá’í Faith, resided in a garden called Ridván (Paradise) and publicly proclaimed his 

mission as God’s messenger for this age. The first (April 20), ninth (April 28), and twelfth 

(May 1) days are celebrated as holy days when Baha’is suspend work. 

   

April 24  ARMENIAN MARTYRS’ DAY
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May 2022 

 

May Full Month ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH (also known as Asian American and Pacific 

Islander Heritage Month) 

Recognizes the contributions and celebrates the culture of Asians and Pacific Islanders in 

the United States. 
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May 28   ASCENSION OF BAHÁ’U’LLÁH   •   Bahá’í 
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June 21  SUMMER SOLSTICE 

Marks the first day of the season of summer. The length of time between sunrise and 

sunset is the longest of the year with the sun shining the farthest from the Southern 

Hemisphere and the closest to the Northern Hemisphere. 

  

https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/calendar-of-observances


https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/calendar-of-observances


https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/calendar-of-observances


© 2021 Anti-

https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/calendar-of-observances


© 2021 Anti-Defamation League  Page 15 
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/calendar-of-observances  

October 2022   

 

October Full month NATIONAL BULLYING PREVENTION MONTH 

A campaign to unite communities nationwide to educate and raise awareness of bullying 

prevention. 

   

October Full Month 

 

NATIONAL DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS MONTH 

Recognizes the contributions of workers with disabilities. 

   

October Full Month LGBT HISTORY MONTH 

Marks and celebrates the lives and achievements of lesbian, gay bisexual and transgender 

people in the United States. 

   

October 2  INTERNATIONAL DAY OF NON-VIOLENCE 

Marked on the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, leader of the Indian independence movement 

and pioneer of the philosophy and strategy of non-violence, a U.N commemoration 

promoting the principle of non-violence and the desire to secure a culture of peace, 

tolerance and understanding. 

   

October 5  DUSSEHRA/DASSERA   •   Hindu 

Anniversary of the day when Rama killed the evil demon Ravana. Also known as Durga Puja, 

which celebrates the goddess Durga.  

   

October 5  WORLD TEACHER’S DAY 

Held annually to commemorate teacher organizations worldwide. 

   

October 5
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November 20  TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 

Memorializes those who were killed due to anti-transgender hatred or prejudice.  

   

November 24  THANKSGIVING DAY 

Following a 19th century tradition, it commemorates the Pilgrims’ harvest feast in the 

autumn of 1621. It is considered by some to be a "national day of mourning," in recognition 

of the conquest of Native Americans by colonists. 

   

November 25  DAY OF THE COVENANT   •   Bahá’í 

Day of the Covenant is a festival observed to commemorate Bahá’u’lláh’s appointment of 

His son, Abdu’l-Baha, as His successor. 

November 26–

December 5 

 NAVARATRI   •   Hindu 

Nine-day festival celebrating the triumph of good over evil. It worships God in the form of 

the universal mother commonly referred to as Durga, Devi or Shakti, and marks the start of 

fall. 

   

November 27–

December 24 

 ADVENT   •   Christian 

Advent is a season of spiritual preparation in observance of the birth of Jesus. In Western 

Christianity, it starts on the fourth Sunday before Christmas. In Eastern Christianity, the 

season is longer and begins in the middle of November.  
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December 2022   

 

December 1  WORLD AIDS DAY 

International day of action on HIV and AIDS. 

   

December 3  INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

Raises awareness about persons with disabilities in order to improve their lives and provide 

them with equal opportunity. 

   

December 8  BODHI DAY   •    Buddhist 

Also known as Rohatsu, commemorates the day that the Buddha, Siddharta Gautama, 

experienced enlightenment or spiritual awakening (bodhi). Celebrated on the eighth day 

either of December or the 12th month of the lunar calendar. 

   

December 10
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