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A. What types of study abroad programs are available to students? 
 
For our traditional semester abroad programs, students have 250+ College-approved options 
across 60+ countries. Students have even more options if they decide to pursue a summer 
abroad program. Although the Director of Global Engagement can help to guide students, they 
will need to take initiative when exploring programs that are going to fit their needs. 
 
There are two types of programs available to students who wish to study abroad:  
Exchange Programs vs. Direct/Direct-Enroll Programs. 
 

• In an Exchange Program, our students exchange spots with international students 
whose institutions are a part of the exchange network (ISEP, short for International 
Student Exchange Program). 

o The student pays their regular College tuition, standard room rate, and meal plan 
(they are essentially paying for the spot for an incoming exchange student). In 
addition, there is an ISEP exchange fee that can vary from $500-1,000 depending 
on the program location. 

§ Because all exchange students are paying for a spot at their home 
institutions (tuition, housing, meals), students will receive some form of 
housing and meal benefits at their host institution. 

§ For more details, please see the ISEP Exchange Overview Handout 
o Besides an annual membership to the ISEP exchange network, exchange 

programs do not cost the College money to have students participate on an 
exchange program. 

o We must maintain a balance of exchange students. For instance, if we send 15 of 
our students on exchange, the College needs to accept 15 incoming exchange 
students. 

§  For this reason, there is a limit on how many students can participate on 
an exchange program per semester. 

 
• In a Direct/Direct-Enroll Program, our students directly enroll into a study abroad 

program. 
o The student pays their regular College tuition, but other costs to the student can 

vary depending on the program and if housing and/or meals are included. The 
billable cost outside of tuition can vary from $2,500-8,000. 

o These programs come with their own tuition cost, but instead of having the 



With both Exchange and Direct/Direct-Enroll Programs, there are a variety of programs that 
offer internships, research opportunities, service learning. These opportunities are far more 
commonly found with Direct/Direct-Enroll programs.  
 
Summer programs abroad are also available. There are both ‘study abroad’ and ‘intern abroad’ 
programs available for summer, and most programs range from 3-6 weeks. For most intern 
abroad programs, students have the option to earn academic credit for the internship. 

• Summer programs are mainly Direct/Direct-Enroll programs, and there are only 2 
exchange summer options (one to Mexico and one to Finland).  

• The program cost can vary from $3,000 - $7,000+, with the average cost being around 
$5,000.  

o This cost covers tuition, housing, international health insurance, and on-site 
support staff. Most programs also have excursions built into these costs as well. 

o Most summer programs do not include meals. The main exception being that if 
the housing is a homestay and then students receive at least partial meals (10-15 
meals per week). 

 
Not all study abroad opportunities are College-approved. All of our approved partner programs 
is listed on our website. 

• If a student is interested in a program that is not a College-approved program (e.g., 
Semester at Sea), then the student must withdraw from the College for the term they 
will be abroad and then re-apply to the College in order to return the following term.  

 
B. How do I advise my students about study abroad? 
 
As soon as a student expresses interest, the academic advisor should: 
 

• explain any department limitations for courses abroad. 
•





• For transfer students, students have to be on campus at least one semester before their 
intended off-campus program. 

• The latest semester that students can complete a semester abroad is their final 



is due the spring directly before the intended summer. Specifically, the deadlines for GEO 
Application (i.e., the College’s internal application) are: 

• Fall/Full Academic Year Deadline – Dec 1 of year prior 
• Spring Deadline – April 1 of year prior 
• Summer – March 1 of same year, but can be flexible  

 
F. What is involved in the application process? 
 
The application process begins with the College’s internal application (i.e., the GEO 
Application). 

• Students are asked to indicate their top program of interest and backup programs. Due 
to program capacities and budget limitations, student might not get approved for their 
top choice. 

• Once the student submits their GEO Application, the office reaches out to advisors for 
their approval of the student going abroad. 
 

If the student’s GEO application is approved, the Director of Global Engagement sends a ‘GEO 
Decision Email’ that details which program(s) from the student’s list are approved for the next 
step (i.e., the Program-Specific Application stage), as well as other important information for 
the student to keep in mind (passport, visa, etc.). 
 
Once the student decides on which of their approved programs to pursue, they complete a GEO 
Program Confirmation Form. Then, they can proceed to the Program-Specific Application Stage. 
In this stage, students must complete the application forms for their specific programs of 
interest. 

• ISEP Exchange: Students fill out one application in which they rank up to 10 institutions 
• Direct: Each partner has their own unique application process 

 
G. What must international students know about the study abroad process? 
 
International students need to keep the following in mind: 

• F-1 students = full-degree seeking international student (i.e., seeking LFC degree). 
o The Office of Intercultural Relations (OIR) oversees F-1 international students. 
o These students should connect with OIR for visa-related questions (about their 

U.S. visa, not their study abroad visa) 



o These students should first connect with GEO with any questions about off-
campus opportunities. 

 
G. What should students know about the financial side of study abroad? 
 
Students need to review both the 


