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A Timeline of Guidance, Support Networks, and 
Rights for Sexual Assault Victims and Survivors 
 
 

1970 
1972-  
The first three victim assistance programs are established: Aid for Victims of Crime in St. Louis, Missouri, (now the Crime 
Victim Advocacy Center).  Bay Area Women Against Rape in San Francisco, California. D.C. Rape Crisis Center in 
Washington. 
 
Title IX, clause of the 1972 Federal Education Amendments, signed into law on June 23, 1972, which stated that “no 
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	A Timeline of Guidance, Support Networks, and Rights for Sexual Assault Victims and Survivors
	1970
	1972-
	The first three victim assistance programs are established: Aid for Victims of Crime in St. Louis, Missouri, (now the Crime Victim Advocacy Center).  Bay Area Women Against Rape in San Francisco, California. D.C. Rape Crisis Center in Washington.
	Title IX, clause of the 1972 Federal Education Amendments, signed into law on June 23, 1972, which stated that “no person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected t...
	1976-
	Nebraska and Wisconsin become the first states to abolish the marital rape exemption.
	1978-
	The National Coalition Against Sexual Assault is formed to combat sexual violence and promote
	services for rape victims.
	1980-90
	1990-
	The Student Right to Know and Campus Security Act, requiring institutions of higher education to disclose murder, rape, robbery, and other crimes on campus, is signed into law by President George H.W. Bush.
	1992-
	Congress reauthorizes the Higher Education Bill, which includes the Campus Sexual Assault Victims’ Bill of Rights.
	1996-
	The Drug-Induced Rape Prevention Act is enacted to address the emerging issue of drug-facilitated rape and drug-facilitated sexual assault.
	2000
	2002-
	The Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003 is enacted to track and address the issue of rape in correctional institutions and develop national standards aimed at reducing prison rape.
	2013-
	Congress passes and President Obama signs the reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA 2013). The measure expands protections for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender survivors, Native American and Native Alaskan survivors, and teens...
	 It adds stalking to several grant programs, including Grants to Encourage Arrests, and to campus safety provisions for the first time. It ensures that sexual assault victims do not incur the cost of forensic exams by requiring jurisdictions to pro...
	2014-
	President Obama issues a Presidential Memorandum to establish the “White House Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault.”
	In January 2014, the White House Council on Women and Girls releases its report, “Rape and Sexual Assault: A Renewed Call to Action.” This report analyzes the most recent data on rape and sexual assault in the United States.
	2016-
	The Bureau of Justice Statistics releases the “Campus Climate Survey Validation Study” in January 2016. This report presents the results of nine-school assessment of undergraduate sexual victimization during the 2014-15 academic year.
	President Obama signs the Survivors’ Bill of Rights on October 7, 2016, which ensures that sexual assault survivors who fall under federal jurisdiction have access to sexual assault forensic exams and information about the testing and results of that ...
	2017-
	Trump Administration, Department of Education introduces interim guidance and proposed Title IX regulations aiming to increase the civil right protections from guidance to law.

