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When	  faculty	  assign	  response	  papers,	  they	  are	  looking	  for	  more	  than	  just	  your	  first	  
thoughts	  and	  personal	  reflections	  on	  a	  text.	  	  Instead,	  they	  expect	  you	  to	  “join	  a	  
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When	  faculty	  assign	  response	  papers,	  they	  are	  looking	  for	  more	  than	  just	  your	  first	  
thoughts	  and	  personal	  reflections	  on	  a	  text.	  Instead,	  they	  expect	  you	  to	  “join	  a	  
conversation”	  that	  is	  already	  underway.	  Therefore,	  to	  write	  a	  successful	  response	  
paper,	  you	  must	  do	  three	  things	  in	  this	  order:	  
	  

• <=>>$#/C,	  the	  text.	  Note	  that	  a	  good	  summary	  should	  include	  key	  points	  
and	  the	  author’s	  position	  on	  the	  text.	  Summaries	  should	  not	  include	  your	  
opinion	  or	  views	  on	  the	  text	  or	  topic;	  however,	  the	  key	  to	  a	  good	  summary	  is	  
to	  have	  a	  focus.	  Key	  points	  to	  remember	  when	  summarizing	  from	  562+'/)+78'
/)+	  (p.	  31-‐35):	  	  You	  should	  not	  be	  able	  to	  tell	  whether	  you	  agree	  or	  disagree	  


