
 
 

Stages of the Research Process 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 

Stage 2 
 Research: Developing a Nuanced Understanding of the Topic 

 
Goals: 
 
In leading students through Stage 2, your main goal is to acquaint them with effective research methods and 
strategies to help them read analytically in order to develop a more or less detailed understanding of the 
topic. 
 
Strategies: 
 

• Search Terms & Databases: again, trying different search terms and databases to find the most 
accurate information might seem common sense, but many first-year students use the first five or ten 
results of the first search they carry out. Moreover, they might not yet be familiar with search 
strategies (i.e. Boolean searches) that can help them maximize their research capabilities.   

Resources: 
Contact your library liaison to set up a session in which he or she will teach your class how to 
navigate different databases and search engines. A list of library liaisons can be found at 
https://www.lakeforest.edu/library/about/liaisons.php 

 
• Reading Analytically: first-year students may not have yet learned how to read a text analytically, 

searching for ideas and connections rather than just for content. Reading for content will most likely 
cause students to paraphrase or cite the contents of the reading without thinking about how it 
connects with their own argument or topic.  

Resources: 
Writing Analytically, by David Rossenwasser and Jill Stephen (available in the Writing Center). 
Chapters 1-3 detail the basics of analysis, counterproductive practices, and methods to reach a 
more nuanced analysis. 
Find more resources under the “Reading Analytically to Write Analytically” section of the 
Faculty webpage. 

 
• Citation: teaching and learning in-text citation is a new skill for most college students.  Take time 

during your course to practice the basics and encourage your students to take time to configure their 
citations properly. 

Resources:  
A Pocket Style Manual, by Diana Hacker (available in the Writing Center). Contains basics and 
details of citation for MLA, APA and Chicago Style.  
See student resources page of the Writing Center website. 

 
 
Products: 
 
By the end of Stage 2, students should have an annotated bibliography and a narrowed focus. They might 
also consider developing a working thesis statement or question to guide them through the next stage. 
 
 
 
 





 
 

Stage 4:  
Outlining and Drafting: Structuring and Testing the Argument 

 
 
Goals: 
To develop the paper in order to test for flaws in argument and assess whether further research is necessary. 
Your goal here is to teach students that the actual writing of the paper is only one necessary step in the whole 
process, rather than the main part or culmination of the project. 
 
Strategies: 
 

• Skeleton outline: while full outlines can sometimes be helpful, what we would like you to encourage is 
a basic delineation of argument. Students can use bullet points, flowcharts or other formats both to 
sketch a preliminary road map for their argument and to outline the existing argument to test for 
weak or underdeveloped sections.  

 
• Structure of a research paper: most first-year students will be writing their first research papers when 

they enter LFC. Because research papers have their own kind of global and paragraph structural 
conventions, you should familiarize your students with different strategies they can use to make sure 
their final drafts conform to structural standards. 

Resources:  
Building a Better Paragraph; or, proving a point with “juicy” details, by Maura Smyth 
(available on the Faculty website). Outlines a basic structure for framing and developing 
argument within a paragraph. 

 
• Use of evidence: after having taught your students how to paraphrase and quote appropriately, you 

should move on to teach them how to use evidence effectively. Most inexperienced writers will drop 
quotations without explaining or contextualising for the reader; you should make sure to explain that 
this would lead to problems developing argument.  

Resources:  
The Quote Sandwich, They Say/I Say pp. 41-5. Emphasizes the importance of framing 
quotations with0 0 0 50i 0.5 (n) -0.3 (t) 0.5 (. )of [ (Re)3 (d) ] T449.9546 i. 



 
 
 

Stage 5 
Revision and Editing: Evaluating and Developing the Draft



 


